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Office of the Secretary of Labor § 2.22 

Subpart C—Employees Served 
With Subpoenas 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301 and Reorganization 
Plan No. 6 of 1950, 15 FR 3174, 64 Stat. 1263. 

SOURCE: 46 FR 49543, Oct. 6, 1981, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 2.20 Purpose, scope and definitions. 
(a) This subpart sets forth the proce-

dures to be followed whenever a sub-
poena, order, or other demand (herein-
after referred to as a demand) of a court 
or other authority, in connection with 
a proceeding to which the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor is not a party, is issued 
for the production or disclosure of (1) 
any material contained in the files of 
the Department, (2) any information 
relating to material contained in the 
files of the Department, or (3) any in-
formation or material acquired by any 
person while such person was an em-
ployee of the Department as a part of 
the performance of his official duties 
or because of his official status. 

(b) For purposes of this subpart, the 
term employee of the Department in-
cludes all officers and employees of the 
United States Department of Labor ap-
pointed by, or subject to the super-
vision, jurisdiction, or control of the 
Secretary of Labor. 

(c)(1) For purposes of this subpart, 
the term appropriate Deputy Solicitor of 
Labor means the Deputy Solicitor of 
Labor for National Operations when 
the person served with a demand is ei-
ther employed by the National Office 
of the Labor Department, or who is a 
former Labor Department employee 
and is served with a demand in Wash-
ington, DC. In all other cases, the term 
appropriate Deputy Solicitor of Labor 
means the Deputy Solicitor of Labor 
for Regional Operations. 

(2) For purposes of this subpart, the 
term appropriate Office of the Solicitor 
means that Office of the Associate So-
licitor of Labor (in Washington, DC) 
serving as counsel to the program to 
which the demand relates, where the 
person served with a demand is em-
ployed by the National Office of the 
Labor Department, or who is a former 
Labor Department employee and is 
served with a demand in Washington, 
DC. In all other cases, the term appro-

priate Office of the Solicitor means that 
Regional Solicitor’s Office or Associate 
Regional Solicitor’s Office serving the 
locality in which the employee or 
former employee is served with a de-
mand. 

(d) This subpart is intended to pro-
vide instructions regarding the inter-
nal operations of the Department of 
Labor, and is not intended, and does 
not, and may not, be relied upon to cre-
ate any right or benefit, substantive or 
procedural, enforceable at law by a 
party against the Department of 
Labor. 

§ 2.21 Procedure in the event of a de-
mand for production or disclosure. 

Whenever an employee or former em-
ployee of the Department receives a de-
mand for the production of material or 
the disclosure of information described 
in § 2.20(a), he shall immediately notify 
the appropriate Office of the Solicitor. 
The appropriate Office of the Solicitor 
shall be furnished by the party causing 
the subpoena to be issued with a writ-
ten summary of the information 
sought and its relevance to the pro-
ceeding in connection with which it 
was served. The Associate Solicitor, 
Regional Solicitor, or Associate Re-
gional Solicitor, whichever is appro-
priate, may waive the requirement 
that a written summary be furnished 
where he or she deems it to be unneces-
sary. The election to waive the require-
ment of a written summary in no way 
constitutes a waiver of any other re-
quirement set forth in this subpart. 

§ 2.22 Production or disclosure prohib-
ited unless approved by the appro-
priate Deputy Solicitor of Labor. 

In terms of instructing an employee 
or former employee of the manner in 
which to respond to a demand, the As-
sociate Solicitor, Regional Solicitor, or 
Associate Regional Solicitor, which-
ever is applicable, shall follow the in-
structions of the appropriate Deputy 
Solicitor of Labor. No employee or 
former employee of the Department of 
Labor shall, in response to a demand of 
a court or other authority, produce any 
material contained in the files of the 
Department or disclose any informa-
tion relating to material contained in 
the files of the Department, or disclose 
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any information or produce any mate-
rial acquired as part of the perform-
ance of his official duties or because of 
his official status without approval of 
the appropriate Deputy Solicitor of 
Labor. 

§ 2.23 Procedure where a decision con-
cerning a demand is not made prior 
to the time a response to the de-
mand is required. 

If the response to the demand is re-
quired before the instructions from the 
appropriate Deputy Solicitor of Labor 
are received, a Department attorney or 
other government attorney designated 
for the purpose shall appear with the 
employee or former employee of the 
Department upon whom the demand 
has been made, and shall furnish the 
court or other authority with a copy of 
the regulations contained in this sub-
part and inform the court or other au-
thority that the demand has been, or is 
being, as the case may be, referred for 
the prompt consideration of the appro-
priate Deputy Solicitor of Labor and 
shall respectfully request the court or 
other authority to stay the demand 
pending receipt of the requested in-
structions. 

§ 2.24 Procedure in the event of an ad-
verse ruling. 

If the court or other authority de-
clines to stay the effect of the demand 
in response to a request made in ac-
cordance with § 2.23 pending receipt of 
instructions, or if the court or other 
authority rules that the demand must 
be complied with irrespective of in-
structions not to produce the material 
or disclose the information sought, the 
employee or former employee upon 
whom the demand has been made shall 
respectfully decline to comply with the 
demand, ‘‘United States ex rel Touhy v. 
Ragen,’’ 340 US. 462. 

§ 2.25 Subpoenas served upon employ-
ees of the Office of the Inspector 
General. 

Notwithstanding the requirements 
set forth in §§ 2.20 through 2.24, this 
subpart is applicable to demands served 
on employees or former employees of 
the Office of the Inspector General 
(OIG), except that wherever in §§ 2.21 
through 2.24 there appear the phrases 
appropriate Office of the Solicitor, Asso-

ciate Solicitor, Regional Solicitor, or Asso-
ciate Regional Solicitor, and appropriate 
Deputy Solicitor of Labor, there shall be 
substituted in lieu thereof the Inspector 
General or Deputy Inspector General. In 
addition, the first sentence of § 2.22 
shall not be applicable to subpoenas 
served upon employees or former em-
ployees of the Office of the Inspector 
General. 

Subpart D—Equal Treatment in 
Department of Labor Pro-
grams for Religious Organiza-
tions; Protection of Religious 
Liberty of Department of 
Labor Social Service Providers 
and Beneficiaries 

SOURCE: 69 FR 41891, July 12, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 2.30 Purpose. 

The purpose of the regulations in this 
subpart is to ensure that DOL-sup-
ported social service programs are open 
to all qualified organizations, regard-
less of the organizations’ religious 
character, and to establish clearly the 
permissible uses to which DOL support 
for social service programs may be put, 
and the conditions for receipt of such 
support. In addition, this proposed rule 
is designed to ensure that the Depart-
ment’s social service programs are im-
plemented in a manner consistent with 
the requirements of the Constitution, 
including the Religion Clauses of the 
First Amendment. 

§ 2.31 Definitions. 

As used in the regulations in this 
subpart: 

(a) The term Federal financial assist-
ance means assistance that non-Fed-
eral entities (including State and local 
governments) receive or administer in 
the form of grants, contracts, loans, 
loan guarantees, property, cooperative 
agreements, direct appropriations, or 
other direct or indirect assistance, but 
does not include a tax credit, deduction 
or exemption. 

(b) The term social service program 
means a program that is administered 
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